VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK
SISTER CITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
Virtual Meeting
2121 W. Lake Street, Hanover Park, Illinois 60133
Tuesday, March 9, 2021
7:00 p.m.

AGENDA

As the Village of Hanover Park continues to follow social distancing requirements, the Hanover Park Sister Cities Committee
meeting will be held virtually beginning at 7:00 p.m.
Dial in option:
(708) 391-0051
Conference ID: 130 821 593#

1.

CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL

2.

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA

3.

PRESENTATIONS/ REPORT
None scheduled.

4.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
February 9, 2021
ACTION ITEMS:
5-a.
Penpal program status (Pamela)
5-b.
501c3 / Friends of Cape Coast update (Frank)
5-c.
Travel planning for 2022 Cape Coast visit and fundraising plans – Continued
5-d.
2021 Special Events: Black History Month Event cancelled this year; discussion of
Juneteenth event planning – establishment of working group (Herb)
5-e.
Cape Coast improvements – Confirmation of receipt of funds and progress report
(Frank)
5-f.
2021 Illinois Sister Cities Association Virtual Conference, April 23 - registration
TOWNHALL SESSION:
Persons wishing to address the public body must register prior to Call to Order. Please note that
public comment is limited to 5 minutes per speaker.

5.

6.
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7.

OLD BUSINESS (NON-ACTION ITEMS):
7-a.
Recap of recent activities
7-b.
Budget activity update

8.

NEW BUSINESS (NON-ACTION ITEMS):
8-a.
Upcoming event announcements
8-b.
Agenda topics for upcoming meetings

9.

ADJOURNMENT
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VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK
SISTER CITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
Virtual Meeting

2121 Lake Street, Hanover Park, Illinois 60133
Tuesday, February 9, 2021
7:00 p.m.

MINUTES

1.

CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL:
The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m. by Sister Cities Committee Chair Pamela Fowler.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
ALSO PRESENT:

Committee
Members:
Committee
Members:

Pamela Fowler, Trustee Herb Porter, Frank Grant-Acquah, Darius
Robinson
Arnulfo Flores-Auxiliary, Adelaide Grant-Acquah, Gustavo PinedaAuxiliary, Maria Pineda
Guest Jennifer Ramirez, Staff Liaison Katherine Perez

2.

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA:
Motion by Trustee Porter to accept agenda. Second by Frank. Voice Vote: All ayes. Motion carried.

3.

PRESENTATIONS/REPORTS:
None.

4.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion by Frank to approve meeting minutes from November 10, 2020. Second by Darius. Voice vote:
all ayes. No discussion. Motion carried.

5.

ACTION ITEMS:
5-a.
Penpal program update (Trustee Porter) – Trustee Porter suggested that now might be a good
time to re-engage with the school and reconnect with the principals as U-46 is allowing certain
grades back into the building. Trustee Porter will reach out to Principal Lopez, and once he gets a
feel for where they’d like to go, he’ll connect Principal Lopez with Chair Pamela. Chair Pamela
noted that the established module will be followed, with a structured plan and timeline.
5-b.

501c3 / Friends of Cape Coast Update - There was discussion regarding the collection of contact
details of committee members who will be on the board. The registration will be renewed with the
Secretary of State. Once Frank receives the paperwork confirming the registration, plans will be
made to visit First Eagle Bank to establish signatories.
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5-c.

Travel planning for 2022 Cape Coast visit and fundraising plans – Continued
Trustee Porter reported that he had just been on a zoom call for going into Ghana. There are lots
of unknowns, and it will be necessary to wait until the dust clears. Frank commented that the
embassy has put a hold on visa applications. Chair Pamela inquired about construction of the
new airport, and Frank responded that it is a government enterprise. Trustee Porter asked Frank
to comment on the repatriating of those from diaspora, and Frank commented that there is a big
effort to bring people back to Ghana in different capacities.

5-d.

2021 Special Events: Black History Month Event cancelled this year; discussion of Juneteenth
event planning – date, venue, theme
The Juneteenth event is tentatively scheduled for June 19, 2021, as long as it doesn’t conflict with
any other Village events. Planning needs to begin with the expectation that COVID will be behind
us. Hosting a virtual event can always be a consideration should it not be possible for a live
event. Darius confirmed that he is used to a live event, but he can adapt to something virtual.
The theme will be developed with a focus on economic status in thriving communities (Rosewood,
East St. Luis) to illustrate how individuals persevered, showing a timeline and examples of which
many may not be familiar. Trustee Porter suggested breaking it down into categories such as
business/economy (how communities rebounded and became vital); education (going from substandard to top in the field); and sports (breaking the color barrier). Heroes can be featured,
giving them the recognition they deserve for their efforts in getting us to where we are today.
Frank commented that there are lots of resources for the various categories. He suggested that
focus be given to a selected category that gets covered extensively, leaving tracks for coverage of
another category, at another time. Economics or sports would be a good starting point.
Formation of a working group to organize for the Juneteenth event will be discussed at the next
meeting.

5-e.

Cape Coast improvements – Confirmation of receipt of funds and progress report
Frank said that he received confirmation from Cape Coast that the funds were received. Chair
Pamela directed that written confirmation be forwarded to her and Katherine. Frank noted the
primary use of the funds will be for the new signs. He is working with them on the sign design and
currently awaits revisions to their proposal. Once everything is correct and their design is
approved, they can be directed to proceed. The leftover funds will be used for the paint.

5-f.

Status of Hanover Park’s 2020 Sister City of the Year Award application –
The Hanover Park Sister Cities Committee’s application didn’t win the Sister Cities of the Year
Award. The winner will be announced at the annual meeting in April which will be virtual.

6.

TOWNHALL SESSION
Guest Jessica Ramirez lives in Hanover Park and has interest in becoming a member of the Sister Cities
Committee, citing her family ties to Valparaiso. Jessica is familiar with some of the committee’s activities
having attended one of the regular committee meetings a couple years ago.

7.

OLD BUSINESS (NON-ACTION ITEMS):
7-a.
Recap of recent activities
• Frank participated in a Connect US-Ghana Relationship conference call. There was brief
discussion. When Hanover Park is ready to make travel plans, consideration can be given to
being part of a larger travel group. Opportunities can be gained by developing partnerships with
the potential of better travel rates and the possibility of working together on projects.
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7-b.
8.

Budget activity update – Illinois State dues have been paid ($50).

NEW BUSINESS (NON-ACTION ITEMS):
8-a.
Upcoming event announcements
• Annual State Meeting (April)
8-b.

Agenda topics for upcoming meetings
• Juneteenth event working group

In conclusion, Chair Pamela opened the floor to comments. Members shared personal information
pertaining to COVID, its impact, vaccinations, etc.
9.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Trustee Porter to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Second by Frank. Voice Vote: All ayes. Motion carried.

Minutes recorded and transcribed by:

Katherine Perez, Interim Staff Liaison

Pamela Fowler, Chair
Hanover Park Sister Cities Committee
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